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Presentations

WWII Comes to the Mic

The US Meets the Midd

dle East
e East in WWII

WWII Scars the Middle East

The Making of an Enemy:
Understanding Middle East Extremists



How ISIS sees the fight
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Words that Matter

Tawhid (common: monotheism)
Shirk (common: idolatry)
Prophetic Methodology

Jahiliya (common: ignorance)
Sharia (common: Islamic law)



How ISIS sees the fight
Seeing the Layers of Narrative

Major Themes that Resonate L s

* Remaining and Expanding DAY T %
(Everywhere Caliphate) \\\L, — \ TENT S

* Tawhid ”_;’. /,?',j / ,\;\ T ‘\\

* Prophetic methodology T N

« Common grievances

Strategic Approach
* Call for and Create the Caliphate
* Awaken Muslims (western and Shia threat)
e Compel Muslims (civil war — extinction oT\the grayzone)
Draw America in to the Middle East
* Discredit allies of America
* Weaken apostate or idolatrous states

Exhaust America 500,000:1
Defeat Enemies

Rule the Caliphate S




Necessary and Sufficient Causes

of ISIS
Necessary Causes Sufficient Causes
* Rise and Success of * Sunni Loss of Power in
Salafi-Jihadi-Takfiri Irag and Syria
Ideology e Syrian Civil War

e US Foreign Policy and
the Middle East

e US Invasion of Iraq



Perception: Good Guys and Bad Guys

Amaryllis Fox (Former CIA Clandéstine Service Agent)



How it really is.

What are the Roots of
Conflict in the Middle <"«
East? F

Roots of Conflict
WW!I — Present
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Deep Roots of Conflict
Weakening of Empires — WWI




Law

Husayn ibn Ali
(626-680)

Batle of i Salafi-Jihadi-Takfiri Ideology,
Khawarij .
sl Evolution of

Ahmad ibn Hanbal
(780-855)

Caliphate
Crusades
= Mongol Empire
(1206-1337)
Sack of Baghdad
Tagi al-Din Ahmad ibn Tamiyya (125;
(1263-1328)

Battle of Karbala

Abi Hanifa Sufism or Tasawwuf
(702-772) (702-772)
(680)
Abu Hamid Mhmd al-Ghazali
The SaCk (1058-1111)

South Asia

Abbasid Caliphate
Under Mamluk Rule

Mughul Empire Ottoman Caliphate (1261-1517)
(1526-1857) Safavid Empire (1362-1924)
(1500-1736) A .
i rabia )
Nation | snahwaiiiian Mhmd ibn abd al-Wahhab Egypt
(1703-1762) Emirate of Diriyah (1703-1792)
(First Saudi State) Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
X 1837-1897
Syed Ahmed of Rae Barelvi (- ( )
(1786-1831) Mhmd Ahmad
Emirate of Nejd Ikhwan B Mhmd Abduh
Mahdi of Sudan
(Second Saudi State) (1802-1929) (1844-1885) (1849-1905)
Darul Uloom Deoband (1824-1891)
(1867-Present) World War | Rashid Rida
Unification of Saudi Arabia (1914-1918)  Dissolution of (1865-1935)
(1902-1932) the Caliphate Saiviniuiniaiutotuiniutui :
(1924) : Hassan al-Banna |
1 (1906-1949) :
L —
O|| ——— . Ruhollah Khomeini Abd al-Aziz ibn Baz Six Day War :
I Abu al-A’la Maududi | Iranian (1902-1989) (1910-1999) ' (1967) Muslim Brotherhood
| 1 X Qil Shock (1928-Present)
] (1903-1979) | Revolution (1973-1980)
"""""""" : (1979) Seizure of
_______________ 1 M .
| Yusuf al-Qaradawi ! S Grand Mosque | S
| (1926-Present) 1 | Juhayman al-Otaybi i Mhmd Qutb !
Mullah Omar b--czoozoozzoad . (1936-1980) : I (1919-2014) 1
| VTRV R L
(1960-2013) Hassan al-Turabi R

1
(1932-2016) Soviets in Omar Abdel-Rahman :
Taliban | b Abu Mhmd al-Magdisi NNl Abdullah Azzam (1987-Present) (1938-2017) !
(1994-Present) Hezbollah (1959-Present) (1979-1989) (1941-1989) QW o SOOODDODoOooooooOT
(1982-Present) Mhmd abd al-Salam Farag

DESERT STORM . (1954-1982)
Abu Qatada al-Filistini (1990-1991) Osama bin Laden Ayman al-Zawahiri
(1950-Present) (1957-2011) — _(iQ_Si—fr_es_el'lt_) ——

Egyptian Islamic Jihad

Legend

ISIS Thinker (Sunni, Shia)

Arab Sori School of Thought
rab >pring Abu Bakr Naji Abu Musab al-Suri Doer

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi (2010-2011) A [NEPATEeR (1958-Present) Organizgtion (no_n-state, state)
Abu Mhmd al-Julani o7 l_Preseﬁt) Event (violent, oil)
(1974-Present) Prison (was, violent death)

Most Critical

(1999-Present)

al-Qaeda
Oil Shock Abu Musab al-Zarqawi (1988-Present) (1980-2001)
(2001-2008) (1966-2006) IRAQI FREEDOM
(2003-2011)



Evolution of the Terrain
Using John Boyd’s OODA Loop

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

THE LOOMING
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AL=0AEDA/AND

THE-ROAD T0 9/11

WRTCHT | G

*Marvelows A bhoart-ato

verve AL h--.\ thel exanination -ll
who beoaght uws 9/11

WI1ITH A NE W

ISIS Cycles
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US Security Commitments
1939 to 2019 .
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The Importance of the Middle East

to the US is a Recent Phenomena
— About 40 Years

My Restatement
AMERICA'S WAR Before 1979 almost every

e e s winte st American military casualty

" happened outside the Middle
Re  East. Since 1979, almost every
T 3 American military casualty
R 5SS happened inside the Greater
;ANI]REW J.,,HA[EVIEH Middle East.




Middle East Explanations
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1979

The Year that Changed the Middle East
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US in the Middle East
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Rise of al-Qaeda

1993 World Trade Center Bombing 1996 Khobar Towers
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Why Iraq?
Could these guys really pull this off?
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ISIS Created
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Rise of al-Qaeda

Since 9/11

The Surge and the Arab Spring
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Arab Spring Timeline

* Necessary causes

* Islamism proven

* America defeated
by Islam

* Jihad redefined

* Globalist
movement
created

* Globalist Salafism
reinforced /
reinvigorated

* Soviets defeated

* Necessary causes

* America identified
as target

* Wake the ummah

* War declared

* Globalist, Salafist,
Non-state actor

* America bleeds

* Franchise
terrorism with
global appeal

* Necessary causes

* America’s
technological
superiority

* America’s
impotence

* Commitment wins

*lraq an unjust war
against Muslims

* Global jihad

The last force to defeat two superpowers
was the mujahidin in the 7t Century.
They defeated Sassanid Persia and Rome.

by mujahidin
(1989)

* Sufficient causes

e Struggle against
the superpower

* Compel the
ummah

*Vacuum of
authority in Syria

* America defeated
by mujahidin
(2011)

* Freelance /
Crowd-sourced
terrorism



Understanding The Surge

Illusions of Victory: The Anbar Awakening and the Rise of the Islamic State (2017)

Necessary | Necessary

Conditions for Conditions for

Success ,‘ i 8 4 | Failure

* Presence of US s e © Maliki’s government
military “-I-USIUNS UF turned against the

e Struggle for power VICTORY Sunnis

* The Awakening was

not self-sustaining
g < © ISIS received a
critical mass of Sunni
support

between tribes and
SIS

e Esprit de corps and
cohesion of tribes
opposing ISIS

(note: need to understand what binds people
together in opposition to our opponents)

CARTER MALKASIAN




History of ISIS in 7 Periods

. Operating in al-Qaeda’s Shadow 1999-2006

. A State is Declared 2006-2010
. Arab Spring 2010-2014
. Building the State 2011-2014
Declaring the State 2014
Defending the State 2014-2017
SIS Remains 2017-Present




Battle of Mosul

Narrative-Led

2014

7 e yrspren)
1,000
60,000
1:60
105+
6,500
1:65
<1%
Unknown

500,000

Days
Attacking Force
Defending Force
Ratio of Attacker to Defender
Attacking Force Killed
Defending Force Killed
Ratio of Attacker to Defender Killed
Infrastructure Damaged/Destroyed
Civilians Killed
Civilians Displaced

All figures are estimates.

Kinetic-Led
2016-2017
278
110,000
9,000

12:1
*1,400
8,000

1:7

>60%
25,000
900,000



If you can persuade a
person, you don’t need
to kill him.

— Dmitry Kiselyev (Russia’s most famous television anchor and
the director of the organization that runs Sputnik.)



Battle of Mosul Aftermath

published on 11 July 2017



https://www.rferl.org/a/drone-video-show-ruins-of-mosul/28610777.html
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Voices of the

IRAQWAR

Contact Information

Brian L. Steed
Www.narrativespace.net Jm

www.narrative-strategies.com
brian.l.steed.civ@mail.mil
narrativespace.net@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-I-steed/

N S NARRATIVE
STRATEGIES

CHANGING THE WAY POWER WORKS



Agreements and Treaties
(Some Disassembly Required)

Sykes-Picot Agreement November 1915 — March 1916
(announced by Bolshevik Russia 23 November 1917)

Armistice of Mudros 30 October 1918
Treaty of Sevres 10 August 1920
Abolition of Ottoman Sultanate 1 November 1922
Declaration of Republic of Turkey 29 October 1923
Abolition of Caliphate 3 March 1924

Treaty of Lausanne 24 July 1924



Armistice of Mudros
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National Pact
Misak-1 Milli

The future of the territories inhabited by an Arab majority at the time of the
signing of the Armistice of Mudros will be determined by a referendum. On

the other hand, the territories which were not occupied at that time and
inhabited by a Turkish majority are the homeland of the Turkish nation.

The status of Kars, Ardahan and Batum [Eastern Turkey-Armenia] may be
determined by a referendum.

The status of Western Thrace will be determined by the votes of its
inhabitants.

The security of Istanbul and Marmara should be provided for. Transport and
free-trade on the Straits of the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles will be
determined by Turkey and other concerned countries.

The rights of minorities will be issued on condition that the rights of the
Muslim minorities in neighboring countries are protected.

In order to develop in every field, the country should be independent and
free; all restrictions on political, judicial and financial development will be
removed.



Treaty of Lausanne
24 July 1923
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Turkey-Greece-Bulgaria_on_Treaty_of_Lausanne.png
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Frontlines of the Battle between
the Turks and the SDF in Rojava

8 October — 29 October 2019
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Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

28 June 1971 — 26 October 2019

Aleppo
L

[ 1aib Ar Raggah
) L]

Latakia
.

Hamah
L

LA * (U) 27 October 2019: A Defense Intelligence Agency DNA laboratory
' processed DNA samples from the enemy killed-in-action suspected
to be Abu Bakr al Baghdadi. The DNA analysis resulted in a direct
match to a 2004 DNA sample collected at an Iraq detention center
from Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

« Statistical analysis indicates a probability of 1 in 104 Septillion
(1.04 x 10%) to support this match.

* (U) For perspective, if the population of earth was 14.8 quadrillion
times what it is today (~7 billion), you would still only expect to find
one person with this DNA profile.




al-Baghdadi Compound Strike

Syria: Reported ISIS-Leader Al-Baghdadi Compound 26 October 2019
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al-Baghdadi Compound Strike

26 October 2019

Syria: Reported ISIS-Leader Al-Baghdadi Compound
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https://www.defense.gov/explore/story/Article/2003960/central-command-chief-gives-details-on-baghdadi-raid/



