
Preparing Leaders for the Future
Department of Military History

U.S. Army Command & General Staff College

Command & General Staff College
Command Brief
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

1United States Army Combined Arms Center



 Since its inception in 1881 as the School of Application for 

Infantry and Cavalry at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the 

Command and General Staff College (CGSC) has evolved 

to meet the educational and operational needs of the 

United States Army.

 CGSC today -- Joint, interagency, intergovernmental, 

and multinational.

 Since June 2015 -- a subordinate organization of Army University. 

 CGSC’s three schools offer fourteen academic programs:  

 The Command and General Staff School (CGSS)  resident /non-resident CGSOC 

 The School for Advanced Military Studies (SAMS)  AMSP, ASLSP, ASP3

 The School of Command Preparation (SCP)  ten continuing education courses for future BN 

/ BDE CDRS, CSMs, spouses, company-level CO/1SG teams, future DCGs. 

 Other College programs: Graduate Degree Program, Scholars Program, Interagency Exchange, 

partnerships with U.S. universities, outreach in support of Army Service Component Commands 

(ASCCs).

 CGSC is accredited by: (a) the Joint Chiefs of Staff to provide JPME Phase I (and soon, JPME 

Phase II); (b) the Higher Learning Commission to grant a Master of Military Art and Science 

degree; and (c) HQs TRADOC to deliver Army PME. 

Introduction to the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College



CGSC Mission
The US Army Command and General Staff College 

educates, trains and develops leaders for Unified Land 

Operations in a Joint, interagency, intergovernmental, 

and multinational operational environment; and 

advances the art and science of the profession 

of arms in support of Army operational requirements.

CGSS Mission 

The mission of the Command and General Staff School is to 

educate and train field grade level leaders to be agile, 

innovative and adaptive leaders, who think critically, 

communicate effectively, can build teams, and lead 

organizations under mission command to conduct land 

operations in Unified Action while in complex and 

uncertain environments.



DMH Mission

Mission - The Department of Military History educates 
combined arms officers to be agile, innovative, and 
adaptive critical thinkers who can use history to inform 
judgment and decision making in the conduct of Unified 
Land Operations while in complex and uncertain 
environments.



CGSOC Core AY 19



AOC  AY-19



HISTORY CURRICULUM
Equips students with historical insights

for critically analyzing 
present and future military practices

Electives
Analyze Military 
History in depth

Core/H100
Rise of the

Western Way of War

AOC
The American Way of War

Military History in CGSOC



 H101: War, Society, and the Structure of Military Revolutions
 H102: State Armies and Limited War in Early-Modern Europe
 H103: A Nation in Arms: Napoleon 
 H104: Imperial Overextension 
 H105: Explaining the Revolution - Clausewitz
 H106: Explaining the Revolution - Jomini
 H107: The Brain of a Modern Army
 H108: World War I - Train Wreck of Revolutions 
 H109: World War I - The Birth of Combined Arms Warfare
 H110: Blitzkrieg
 H111: The Limits of Blitzkrieg
 H112: The Emergence of Multi-Domain Operations: Air Power Theory 
 H113: The Chinese Way of War: An Alternative to Large Scale Combat 

Operations

All lessons – 2 hours

(26 hours total)
TLO:  Analyze the causes, consequences, 

and contexts of revolutionary change in 

modern warfare.

Core/H100:  Rise of the Western 
Way of War



Military History Integration--

AOC Redesign AY-19



All lessons – 2 hours

( 24 hours total)

 M121: Power Projection for LSCO, 1942-1950.
 M122: Battle Analysis (BA): 24 ID in Korea, JUL-SEP 1950 
 M221: European Theater, JUN-NOV 1944
 M222: BA: 7th AD at St. Vith
 M321: Expeditionary Deterrence & Limited War
 M322: BA: 25th ID in Korea (Opns KILLER & RIPPER) 
 M323: Challenge of Hybrid Warfare
 M421: BA: Dense Urban Warfare: 1 MAR DIV at Hue 
 M422: Fighting an Adaptive Enemy
 M423: Campaign Analysis (CA): 1973 Yom Kippur War
 M521: CA: V Corps and XVIII Corps in Desert Storm
 M522: CA: 1 MAR DIV in Fallujah, 2003-204. 

Military History in AOC



Military History in CGSC
Terminal Leaning Objective: Analyze historical 
context to inform professional military judgment. 

Applying History to the Profession of Arms

• Assigned Readings

• Classroom Discussion

• Writing

• Battle & Campaign Analyses



All opinions and suppositions expressed are entirely those of the presenter and in no way reflect 
the positions, opinions, or policies of the United States Government or any of its entities.

World War II Scars the  
Middle East

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_David_Hotel_bombing#/media/File:KD_1946.JPG



Presentations

26 Mar WWII Comes to the Middle East

8 May The US Meets the Middle East in WWII

18 Sep WWII Scars the Middle East

12 Nov The Making of an Enemy: 
Understanding Middle East Extremists



US “Protectorates” – 1939 to 2019

Countries with whom the US has an alliance, bilateral 
defense agreement, or major military installations.

?



http://www.processhistory.org/tim-barney-mapping-the-cold-war/#prettyPhoto/0/

Why is the U.S. in the Middle East?



Abdullah Yusuf Azzam
(1941-1989)

• Born Silat al-Harithiya, Palestine

• Died Peshawar, Pakistan

• Founded The Services Bureau مكتب الخدمات and al-Qaeda

• Academic Career
Late 1950s Elementary School Teacher, Jordan, West Bank

1966 BA in Sharia, University of Damascus

MA in Sharia, al-Azhar University, Cairo

1973 PhD in Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, al-Azhar University, Cairo

Mid-1970s Lecturer at  King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah

1980 Teacher at International Islamic University, Islamabad

• Published Books
Defence of the Muslim Lands: The First Obligation after Faith (1979)

Join the Caravan (1987)

The Lofty Mountain

The Signs of The Merciful in the Jihad of the Afghan

Lovers of the Paradise Maidens 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdullah_Yusuf_Azzam#/media/File:Abdullah_Azzam.jpg

https://twitter.com/ibnsiqilli/status/937932698345246720



What were the Middle East scars 
from WWII?

• US a major player – didn’t know the region

• Global economic transformation – coal to oil –
region is economically increasingly important

• UK exhausted – British Empire dying

• Different perspectives – locals v. great powers

• Domestic populations expected change and 
benefits following the global cataclysm

• Arab-Israeli Strife



http://www.processhistory.org/tim-barney-mapping-the-cold-war/#prettyPhoto/0/



The Great Game

As Between Friends
(British Lion to Russian Bear)

'If we hadn't such a 
thorough 
understanding I 
might almost be 
tempted to ask 
what you're doing 
there with our little 
playfellow.'

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Game#/media/File:As_Between_Friends_(Punch_magazine,_13_December_1911,_detail).jpg

A cartoon from the English satirical magazine Punch, or The London Charivari (13 Dec 1911).



Persian Corridor

Lend Lease to USSR (long tons)

Total 17,499,861
Persian Corridor 4,159,117 23.8%
Soviet Far East 8,243,397 47.1%
North Russia 3,964,231 22.7%
Black Sea 680,723 3.9%
Soviet Arctic 452,393 2.5%

Stuff to USSR 
through the 

Persian Corridor
Vessels 646
Aircraft 39,645
Combat Vehicles 70,407
Trucks 873,846

Brought in whole, or
Assembled in country, or
Manufactured in country



Iranian Politics

Aug 1941 USSR and UK invade Iran

Overthrow of the Shah

16 Sep 1941 Shah Mohamed Reza Pahlavi

Sep 1943 Declared war on Germany

Signed Declaration by United Nations

28 Nov-1 Dec 1943 Hosted Tehran Conference

2 Mar 1946 Britain withdraws from Iran

May 1946 USSR withdraws from Iran

1951 Oil Nationalization Voted

1952-1953 Operation Ajax: Remove Mohamed Mosaddegh



Mohammad Mosaddegh

There is a reason for Iranian anger and CIA 
paranoia.

The first US experience in 
toppling a national 
government with the CIA.

http://content.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,19520107,00.html





1908

1927

1932
1938

1937

Major Oil News
1908 – First commercially viable production
1910 – First production outside Mesopotamia
1927 – Largest oil field of the time discovered
1938 – Oil discovered in Saudi Arabia
1948 – Saudi Ghawar oil field discovered

1910

1958

1949

1899/1934

1962/7

1982/4

1956

1984

2019?

20111959

1966
19561939

Oil Shale

Oil First Discovered



Country 1940 (bpy) 2016 (bpy) Country
USA 1,263,437,747 4,380,000,000 USA

USSR 205,434,783 4,088,000,000 Russia

Venezuela 189,823,123 3,818,159,150 Saudi Arabia

Iran 72,116,601 1,624,803,340 Iraq

Indonesia 54,914,032 1,456,698,940 Iran

Mexico 46,489,130 1,452,937,250 China

Romania 39,869,565 1,336,883,310 Canada

Columbia 25,150,198 1,133,718,105 UAE

Iraq 23,780,632 1,067,196,125 Kuwait

Argentina 19,858,696 918,142,535 Brazil

Trinidad 19,671,937 831,092,955 Venezuela

Peru 12,284,585 798,210,105 Mexico

Burma 7,525,692 729,958,025 Nigeria

Canada 7,484,190 645,909,475 Angola

Egypt 6,425,889 601,510,875 Norway

Production



U.S. Annual Petroleum Exports and 
Net Imports

https://www.agmrc.org/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-climate-change-report/renewable-energy-climate-change-report/july--august-2014-newsletter/long-term-trends-in-us-crude-
petroleum-production-and-net-trade



Why was Oil so Important?

• Almost all naval vessels oil powered by 1945

• Europe changes from coal to oil powered 
electricity

• Political leaders promised better life as a 
result of WWII

• Manufacturing booms

• I have one word – Plastics!

• Personal automobiles are everywhere



14 February 1945 – USS Quincy

Great 
Bitter 
Lake





Jewish immigration to Mandatory Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandatory_Palestine#/media/File:Jewish_immigration_to_Mandatory_Palestine_(1920-1945).jpg

Arab Revolt Rommel’s Advance

Zionism
World Zionist Organization 1897 Theodor Herzl
Jewish Agency 1908/29 Chaim Weizmann

1935 David Ben-Gurion

1st Aliyah (1882-1903) 4th Aliyah (1924-1929)
2nd Aliyah (1904-1914) 5th Aliyah (1929-1939)
3rd Aliyah (1919-1923) Aliyah Bet: Illegal immigration (1933-1948)

Aliyah



Jewish Brigade

• Volunteers in Royal Army Service Corps and 
Pioneer Corps (Companies 601 to 609), and 
other auxiliary units

• Palestine Regiment formed August 1942

• Jewish Brigade formed September 1944

• Former members include 2 IDF chiefs of staff, 
one IAF chief of staff, developer of the 
Merkava Tank, and the co-founder of 
Norwegian and founder of Carnival cruise 
lines.



Jewish Brigade Operations

• Served under 8th Army in Italy

• Spring Offensive 1945

– Initiated two attacks

– Senio River sector battle

– 54 days of operations

• 3 Mar – 25 Apr 1945

• 30 killed, 70 wounded

• Total casualties: 83 died, 200 wounded

• Bricha (aka Bericha Movement)

Joseph Wald, a Jewish Brigade soldier, carries 
an artillery shell. The Hebrew inscription on 
the shell translates as "A gift to Hitler."

Men of the Jewish Brigade ride on a Churchill 
tank in North Italy, 14 March 1945



The Holocaust



Partition Plans



The UN Vote on Partition



US Recognition of Israel

3 November 1948

14 May 1948

George C. MarshallHarry S. Truman



Mirror – Imaging
Latrun





The Four Waves of 
Modern Terrorism

David C. Rapoport (2004)

1. 1870s-1910s Anarchists

2. 1920s-1960s Nationalist

3. 1960s-1990s New Left/Marxist

4. 1970s-2020s Religious



Legend
Thinker (Sunni, Shia)

School of Thought

Doer

Organization (non-state, state)

Event (violent, oil)

Prison (was, violent death)

Most Critical

Salafi-Jihadi-Takfiri Ideology,

Evolution of
Ahmad ibn Hanbal

(780-855)

ISIS
(1999-Present)

Abu Mhmd al-Julani
(1974-Present)

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
(1971-Present)

Abū Ḥanīfa
(702-772)

Sufism or Taṣawwuf
(702-772)

Egypt

Mhmd Abduh
(1849-1905)

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
(1837-1897)

Rashid Rida
(1865-1935)

Hassan al-Banna
(1906-1949)

Ottoman Caliphate
(1362-1924)

Abbasid Caliphate
Under Mamluk Rule

(1261-1517)

Shah Waliullah
(1703-1762)

Darul Uloom Deoband
(1867-Present)

Abu al-A’la Maududi
(1903-1979)

Taliban
(1994-Present)

Mullah Omar
(1960-2013)

Mughul Empire
(1526-1857)

Syed Ahmed of Rae Barelvi
(1786-1831)

Hassan al-Turabi
(1932-2016)

Mhmd ibn abd al-Wahhab
(1703-1792)

Ikhwan
(1802-1929)

Emirate of Diriyah
(First Saudi State)

(1744-1818)

Emirate of Nejd
(Second Saudi State)

(1824-1891)

Unification of Saudi Arabia
(1902-1932)

Abd al-Aziz ibn Baz
(1910-1999)

Ruhollah Khomeini
(1902-1989)

Hezbollah
(1982-Present)

Law

The Sack

Nation

Oil

Franchise

Freelance

Abbasid Caliphate
(750-1258)

South Asia

Arabia

Mhmd Ahmad
Mahdi of Sudan

(1844-1885)

Omar Abdel-Rahman
(1938-2017)

Mhmd Qutb
(1919-2014)

HAMAS
(1987-Present)

Ayman al-Zawahiri
(1951-Present)

al-Qaeda
(1988-Present)

Egyptian Islamic Jihad
(1980-2001)

Safavid Empire
(1500-1736)

Battle of Karbala
(680)

Husayn ibn Ali
(626-680)

Battle of Siffin
(657)

Sack of Baghdad
(1258)

Mongol Empire
(1206-1337)

Seizure of 
Grand Mosque

(1979)

Soviets in 
Afghanistan
(1979-1989)

Iranian 
Revolution

(1979)

Juhayman al-Otaybi
(1936-1980)

Oil Shock
(1973-1980)

Oil Shock
(2001-2008)

DESERT STORM
(1990-1991)

9/11
(2001)

Khawarij
(???-???)

Crusades
(1095-1291)

Abu Qatada al-Filistini
(1950-Present)

Mhmd abd al-Salam Farag
(1954-1982)

Yusuf al-Qaradawi
(1926-Present)

Abu Mhmd al-Maqdisi
(1959-Present)

Abdullah Azzam
(1941-1989)

Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn Tamiyya
(1263-1328)

Abu Hamid Mhmd al-Ghazali
(1058-1111)

Sayyid Qutb
(1906-1966)

Abu Musab al-Suri
(1958-Present)

Abu Bakr Naji
(????-????)

Osama bin Laden
(1957-2011)

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
(1966-2006)

World War I
(1914-1918) Dissolution of 

the Caliphate
(1924)

Six Day War
(1967) Muslim Brotherhood

(1928-Present)

Arab Spring
(2010-2011)

IRAQI FREEDOM
(2003-2011)



Sayyid Qutb
(1906-1966)

Key Dates
9 Oct 1906 Born
1939-1954 Ministry of Education
1948-1950 Studied in US
1954-1964 Imprisoned
1964-1965 Released
1965-1966 Re-imprisoned
29 Aug 1966 Executed

Notable Works
“The America that I Have Seen” (1950)
In the Shade of the Qur’an (1951-1965) – في ظِلالِ القرآن

Milestones (1964) – معالم في الطريق



Conclusion

• Transformation of global economy to oil

• Reshaped Western view of a Jewish state

• Non-state actors are THE actors in Palestine

• WWII ends the Great Power struggle in Europe 
– that struggle moves to the Middle East

Major Themes

• Ever changing Middle East

• Changing imperial influence

• Challenge and Response
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Understanding Middle East Extremists



Contact Information

Brian L. Steed
www.narrativespace.net
www.narrative-strategies.com
brian.l.steed.civ@mail.mil
narrativespace.net@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-l-steed/


